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An Account of the Proceeds 


Gun-Room blew up, and troke ſeveral of her 


- 


Weſt 
Her. 


. * 


os no: a. 
gin the 


Indies, of Hire Admira Bembow, Admiral of 
Aajeſty's Ships in the Weſt-Indies, from the 


11th Day of July laſt, to the middle of October: 


With a Relation of an Engagement between a Squa 
dron of Her Majeſty's Ships under his Command, 
a Squadron of French under Monſieur Du Cafs, near 


2 
and 


the Coaſt of Santa Martha, from the 2.1/7 to the 24 


Day of Augult if, 


Il. Januar go 5 


Pudliched by Authozity: 


HE 11th of July Admiral Bembow failed 
from before ?ort-Royal with Her Majeſty's 

Ships the Breda, 2 Windſor, Ruby, 

* Falmouth, Greenwich, 

Strombolo Fireſhip, Carcaſs Bomb, Creſwell Tender, and 

Recovery Sloop, with a defign ro join Rear-Admiral 


Mhetftone ; but having Advice the 14th by the Colche- f. 
o that day join'd him, that Mon- 


fer and Pendennis, w him, tt 
lic ur Du Caſe was expected at Leogann, Which is on the 
North fide of Hiſpaniola, he piy'd for that part; No- 
thipg of moment happen'd till rhe 21ſt, when he took 
2 {mall Sloop ncar Cape 7iberone. 8 
On the 24th, by Accident, the Strombelo 7 
ams, 
ſhatte d her Bulk Heads, and diſabled her ſo far, that 


the Admiral was obliged to ſend the Pendennis with her 


tor Port-Royal. 5 3 
"The 454 the Admiral came into the Gulph of Len- 


gam, and not far from the Town he ſaw ſeveral Ships 


at Anchor, and one under Sail, who ſent her Boar to 
diſcover ; but coming too near, ſhe was taken, by whom 
the Admiral was informed, that there were 5 or 6 Mer- 
chant Ships at —_— and that the Ship which they 
belonged to, was a Ning's Stup, and could carry 50 Guns, 
but now had but 30 mounted; whercupen the Admiral 
purſu d her, and preis'd her fo hard, that the Captain 
ſeeing no poſſibility of eſcaping, ran the Ship aſhore 
2ad blew her up. | | 
The 28th, in the morning, the Admiral came before 
che Town of Leegarn, where there was but one Ship ot 
2byurt 18 Guns, which was hälled aſhore under their For- 
ciſications, being a Battery of about 12 Guns, which could 
not preſerve her from being burnt; the reſt ſailed trom 
thence betore day, in order to ſecure themſelves in a 
Harbour which is called the Gz/, but ſome of our Ships 


— v6 pt them and that Port, took three of them 
and 


third a Brigantine, carrying 6 Guns : Theſe Ships had 


on board {ome Wine, Brandy, and a (mall quantity of 


* 


Sugar. | h i 
Ihe 29th, the Admiral came before Petit-Guaves, 


Lrhere he feund no Ships, but ſaw three or four in the 


Cul, x Harbour much within the Land, and well forti- 
Red by Nature and Art; ſo that the Admiral thought 
ir not Adviſeable to run any Riſque there, unleſs the 
Freftch Ships had been of more ale 
The Admiral having continued in this Bay till the 
d of Auguſt, (during which time he fatigu'd the Inha- 
vitants with Marches from one part to another, while 
they were under the Apprehenſion of a Deſcent) failed 
then 1or Cape Donna Maria, turnithed with a good Bay 
and Water, where he arrived the 5th, and receiving 
Advice, that Monſicur Du Caſe was gone ro Carthagena, 


and trom thence to Porto Belo, he reſolved to tolo W- 


with Her Majeily's Ships the Breda, Defiance, Ruby, 
Greeawich, Falmoute), and Mixadſor. 

The Admiral failed accordingiy on the 1oth of Auguſt, 
and ſtretcht over toward the Coaſt ot Sta Martha, neat 
Which place, on the 19th in the morning, he ſpy'd ten 


Sa to the Eaitward, little Wind at Eatt ; about Noon 


te Wind came out ot the Sea, then we could lie with 


tem, and {oon perceiv'd them to be French Men: 


Linc oi cur Ships being 3 or 4 miles æſtern, the Admi- 
ral made the Signal tor Barrel, and went with an catic 
dall, chat Wc others might come up, and ſteered with 


— 
_y 


Colcheſter, Pendennis, 


make more Sail. 


unk another which had 16 Guns; of the other; 
brought away, one had 16 Guns, another 31, and the 


could; the ot 


the French, who ſteered to the Weſtward along the 
Shore, under their two Topſails, There was of them 
Four ſturdy Ships, from 66 to 70 Guns, One great 
Dutch built Ship of 30 or 30 Guns, and One ſmall Ship 
full of Soldiers, the reſt were à Sloop and three {mall 
Ships. The Admiral had diſpoied the Line of Battel as 
cllows, wiz. the Defiance, Pendennis, Windſor, Breda, 
Greenwich, Ruby, and Falmouth, and being uneaſie to 
ſee our Ships ſo log a coming up, and in diſorder, and 
obſcrving that the Defiarce and Windſor did not make 
any haſte to come into their Station, he ſent to them to 
The Night approaching, the Admi- 
ral ſteered along. fide of the Enemy, and endeavoured 
to near them, being to the Windward, and ſteering 
arge, but not with a Deſign to attack them before the 
Deſtauce was a- breaſt of the headmoſt Ship; but betore 
this was done, the Falmouthh in Rear attack'd the He 
— Ship ; the Windſor the Ship a-breaſt ot her; as alio 
did rhe Deance. Soon atter, the Admiral was obliged 
to do the ſame, having received the Fire of the French 
Ship a-breaſt of him: The Dzfiance and Windſor, atter 
they had received two or three Broadiides from the 
Enemy, luft out of the Line out of Gun-ſhor. The 
rwo Sternmoſt Ships of the French lay upon the Admi- 
ra}, which very much galled his Sbip, the Ships in the 


Rear nor — up as they ought. Ir was Four 2 


Clock when we begun, and continued till it was dark , 
kceping them company all Night, ſteering to the Weit- 
ward; The Admiral believing, that it he led himſelf on 
all Tacks, 3 French would decline Fighting 
if they could) that rhoſe Captains tor ſhame would nor 
fail to fallow a gocd Example, he ordered the following 
Line of Battel ; Breda Vice-Admiral Benbow and Cap 
tain Fogg; Defiance, Richard Kirkby ; Windſor, Join 
Confiable ; Greenwich, Cooper Wade ; Ruby,GeorgeWa!ry; 
Pendennis, Thomas Hud ſon; Falmouth, Samuel Vincent. , 
The 2oth,at day-light in the Morning, the Admiral was 
near the Enemy ; bur the other Ships (except the Ruby 
alone, which was up with him) were 3,4. and 5 Miles 


_ a-ſtern :; It prov'd little Wind; the Admiral was with. 


in Gunſliot of the Enemy, who were ſo civil as not to 
fire: At Two this Afternoon, the Sea-breeze comin 
up, the . got into a Line, making what Sail they 
er Ships not coming up, the Breda with 
the Ruby, plyed their Chaſe Guns on them till night; 
then they left off, bur kept them company all night. 8 
— Thezift, at Day-light in the Morning, the Admira! 
being on the Quarter of the ſecond Ship of the Ene- 
my d, and within point-blank Shot, the Ruby being 2- 
head ot him, the French Ship fired at the Ruby, which 
the Ruby returned ; the ti French Shins which Were 
a-head fell off, being little Wind, brought rheir Guns 
to bear on the Ruby; the Breda brought her Guns 
to bear on, the» 4rench Ship, which firſt begun, 
and ſhattei'd her very much, which obliged her to 
* from us; but the Ruby likewiſe was ſo much 
acter'd in her Maits, Sails and Rigging, that the Ad- 
miral was obliged to lie by her, and fend Boats to row 
ber off. This Action held almoſt two Hours, during 
w hich the Rear, Ship of the Enemy's, was a - breaſt ol 
the Depance and I#7za/2r, who never fired one Gun, 
tho* within peint-blank. Ar 8 a Clock inthe Morn- 
ing, 2 Gaic oi VVind ſpringing up, the Enemy made 


what Sail they could, and the Admiral chaſed them in 


hopes to come up withEhem ; being then a-breaſt ot 


the River Granzy, At 2 this Aiternoon the Admira! 
8 gor 


E 37 A 


[0D » 


El on = ee 


- 
N 
- 
— 


got al. breaſt of: two of the Sternmoſt of the” Encmy's 5 


Ships, and in hopes to difable them in the Maſts and 
Rigging, he began to fire on them, as did ſome of the 
Slups a- ſtern; but lying a- breaſt ot them, they pointed 
wholly at him, which galled his Ship much in her Rig- 
ing, and diſmounted 2 or 3 ot the lower Tier Guns; 
Sis held about two Hours: They got without Shot. the 
Admiral making what way he could after them, but they 
uicd all the ſhits poſſible they could, to evade Fighting. 
The 22 this Morning, at Day-lighr, the Greenwich was 
about three Leagues a- ſtern, tho the Signal tor the Line 
of Battel was never ſtiuck, night nor day, the reſt of the 
Ships indifferently near, (except the Ruby) the Enemy 
about 2 mile and hali a-head. At 3 this Afternoon the 
VVind came to the Southward, which before was Ea- 
ſterly : This gave the Enemy the V Veather-Gage ; bur 
in tacking, the Admiral terch'd within Gun- hot ot the 
ſternmoſt of them, (firing at each other ;) but our Line 
being much out of order, and ſome ot our Ships three 
Miles a- ſtern, nothing more could be done, This night 
the Enemy was very uneaſie, altering their Courſes 
very otten between the VVeſt and North. We 
Ihe 234, at day-light this morning, the Enemy was 
about Six miles a-head of us, and the great Dutch Ship 
ſeparated tom them out ot ſight: Some of our Squa- 
dron at this time were more than Four miles a-ltern, 
(viz. the Defiance and Windſor.) At 10 a Clock the 


Nnemy tack'd, the Wind theu ar E. N. E. but very va- 


riable; The Admiral ſetch'd within point-blank ſhot ot 
two ot them, pailing Broadſides at each other: Soon 
after he tack'd, and purſu'd them what he could. 
About noon we took from them a ſmall Engliſp Ship 
called the Ame Galley, which they had taken off ot 
Ziabon: The Ruby being diſabled, the Admiral ordered 
her for Port Royal, At/8 this night our Squadron was 
about two miles diſtance from the Enemy, they ſteer- 
32g S. E. and very littie Wind, then at N. W. and va- 


riable; the Admiral ftcering after them, and all. 


his Ships (except the Falmouth) talling much a- tern: 


At 12 the Enemy began to ſeparate; . 


The 24th, ar 2 in the morning, we came up within 
call of the ſternmoſt, it being very little Wind; the Ad- 
miral fired a Broadiide with Double and Round alow, 


and Round and Partridge aloſt, which ſhe returned: At 


3 4 Clock, by a Chain-fhor, the Admiral's right Leg was 
broke to Pieces, and he was carried down, but preſently 
ordered his Cradle on the Quarter-Deck, and continued 
the Fight till day, when appeared rhe Ruines of a Ship 
of about 70 Guns, her Main-yard down, and {hot ro 


Pieces, her Forc-topſail-yard ſhot away, her Mizen- maſt 


{hoc by the Board, all her Rigging gone, and her Sides 
bored to 


mouth afliſted in this Matter very much, and no other 


Ship : Soon after day the Admiral ſaw the other part 


of the Enemy coming towards him with a itrong 
Gale of Wind Eafterly : At the ſame time the Mina- 


for, Pendennis, and Greenwich, a-head ot the Enemy, 
came to Leeward of the diſabled Ship, 


fired their 
Broad-tide, paſs'd her, and itood to the Southward; 
Then the Defiance tollowing them, came allo. to Lee- 
ward ot the difabled Ship, and fired part of her Broad- 
fide ; The diſabled Ship did not fire above 20 Guns at 
the Defiance betore ſhe pur her Helm a-weather, and run 
away fightbetore the Wind, lower'd both her Top-ſails, and 


ran to Leeward of the Falmout h, (which was then a Gun- 
ſhot to Leeward of the Admiral, Rnotting her Rigging) 


without any regard to the Signal of Battel. The Enemy 


ſeeing our other 2 Ships ſtand to the Southward, ex- 
pected they would have tack'd, and ſtood with them, 


they brought to with their heads to the Northward ; 


but ſeeing thoſe 3 Ships did not tack, bore down upon 
the Admiral, and run between the diſabled Ship and 
him, firing all hey gag, in which they {not the Main- 
toplail-yard, and | 

che other Ships being near him, nor raking any Notice 


of the Bartel Signal; The Captain of the Breda here- 
upon fired two Guns at thoſe Ships a-head, in order to 


put them in mind ot their Duty. The French ſeeing 
this great Diſorder, brovght to and lay by their own 
dilated Ship, remann'd her, and took her in a Tow : The 
a%dzs Rigging being much ſhattered, ſhe lay by till 


—— 


pieces with our double-headed Shot; The Fal- 


attered the Rigging much, none of 


1 


* 
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to a Clock, and being then refitted, the Admiral ors 
dered the Captain to purſue the Enemy, who was then 
about 3 miles diſtance, and to Leeward, having the 
diſabled Ship in a Tow, ſteering N. E. the Wind at 
S. S. W. The Admiral in the mean time made all the 
ſail after them he could, and the Battel Signal was al- 
ways out; but the Enemy taking Encouragement from 
the Behaviour of ſome of our Captains, the Admira! 
ordered Captain Fg to ſend to the Captains to keep 
their Line, and benave themſelves like Men; which he 
did: Whereupon Captain Kirkby came on board the 
Admiral, and preſſed him very carneitly to deſiſt- front 
any turther Engagement, Which made the Admiral de- 


tirous to know the Opinion of the other Captains; 


Accordingly he ordered Captain Ig to make the Sig- 


nal ter all the other Captains to come on board, which 


they did, and moſt of them concurred with Captain 
Kirkby in his Opinion 3 whereupon the Admiral per- 
ceiving that they bad no mind to fight, and being 
not able to pievail with them to come to ſome 
other Reſolution, tho all they ſaid was Erroneous, he 
thought it not fit to venture any further. Ar this ume 
the Admiral was a Broadiide oft the Enemy, and had a 
fair opportunity of fighting them, the Maſts and Yards 
in a geod Condition, and few Men killed 
on board the Breda. - 

On the 6th ot Oc faber, Admiral Benbom iſſued a Com- 
milhon to Rear-Admiral Häbetſtone and ſome Captains 
to hold a Court-Marſhal for the Trial of the following 
Captains ; N 


Capt. Kir, Commander of the Deffauce, 64 Guns 


Capt, Conſtable, | the Windſor, 60 
Capt. Wade, the Greenwich, 54 
Capt. Hudſon, the Penaennts, 48 


Who were accuſed of Cowardiſe, Breach of Orders, 
and Neglect of Dury, in the Fight that Admiral Benbow 
had for 6 days off of the Coait of Carthagena with 
Monſieur Du Caſse, who commanded 4 Ships of War 
from 66 to 70 Guns: Admiral Benbop*s Squadron con- 
hited of 7 Ships of War, but thuſe 4 Captains by their 
Behaviour gave Monſicur Du Cafs the opporunity of eſca- 
ping: Of the other three, the Breda carried 70 Cui, but 
the Ruby and Falmouth 48 each. 

The Court-Marſhal began on the Sth of the ſame 


, except thoie 


\ 


Month, and held 4 days; Captain Kirkby was brought 


to his Tryal, and the Crimes above-mentioned charged 
on him, being proved by the Caths of the Admiral, 10 
Commiſſion Officers, 11 Warrant and Interiour Officers, 
(and more would have done the {ame it required ;) he 


was ſentenced to be ſhot to Death, but the Execution. 


thereof reſpited till Her Majeſty's Pleaſure be known. 


Captain Conſtable was cleared of Cowardiſe by his own | 


Otficers ang Men; but the other Crimes being proved 
againſt him, he ſtands by the Sentence glven, Caſh ei'd 
from Her Majeſty's Service, with Impriſonment during 
her Pleaſure. 


Captain Wade was the next Man Tried ; the Crimes 


- above-mentioned charged on him were proved by 16 


Commiſſion aud Warrant Officers of his own Ship, 


and by ſeveral others; whereupon the ſame Sentence 


was given againſt him as againſt Captain Kirkby. 


Captain Hudſon, Commander of the Pendennis, died 


ſome days betore the Trial. 


» 


Then came on the Trial of Captain Vincent, Com- 


mander of the Falmouth, and Captain Fogg, Captain ui 
rhe Admirals Ship the Breda, tor ſigning a Paper with 
Captain Kirkby and the reſt againſt engaging the French, 
when there was fo fair an Opportunity with probability 
ot Succeis ; But upon their alledging in their own Juſti- 
fication, Thar they did ir only becauſe they were perſwa- 
ded ; confidering the Cowardly Behaviour of thoſe Cap- 


. tains, that upon another Engagement thoſe Captains 
would wholly deſert and leave the Admiral in the Breda 


and the Falmouth à Prey to the French ; and upon the 
Character given by the Admiral and others, of their 
great Courage and gallant Behaviour in the Battel; the 
Court thought fit only to ſuſpend them trom their 


Employment in Her Majeſty's Service; but withal, 


that ebis Suſpenſion ſaal not commence till his Royal 


Highnets's Pleaſure is known, 
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